
  
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
   

      
  

 
 

  
 

 

       

   

 

 
 

 

      

         
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

       
       

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

October 2026 

North East 
Cancer Screening Update 

Keeping You Informed 

ColonCancerCheck (CCC) - 45 to 74 years 

The ColonCancerCheck (CCC) Program underwent significant updates this 
summer, including new eligibility criteria, lab service provider, FIT device, and 
process improvements. Here are the highlights, along with some post-launch 
improvement opportunities. 

 Eligibility:

Average risk – screen with FIT 

Recommended for people ages  45* 

*Evidence  suggests that the number of people diagnosed with 
colon cancer aged 45-49 is approaching the same numbers as in 
people aged 50-59. Given this, Ontario Health has lowered the 
start age  for colorectal cancer screening from 50 to 45.  

to 74 who have: 

● No first-degree  relatives  (parents,  siblings  or 
children)  diagnosed  with colorectal cancer,  or  

● Only 1 first-degree relative diagnosed with 
colorectal cancer  ≥  60  years old. 

Increased risk – screen with colonoscopy 

Recommended  for people starting  at  age  40, or 10  
years  earlier than t he age  their youngest  first-degree 
relative was diagnosed  with colorectal  
cancer  (whichever comes first),  if they have:   

● One or more  first-degree relatives diagnosed with 
colorectal cancer  <  60  years old,  or  

● Two  or more  first-degree relatives  diagnosed with 
colorectal cancer  at any age. 

The CCC Program has introduced routine screening cessation recommendations for both average-risk and 
increased-risk screening:   routine screening is not recommended for people at age 75 and  older.† 

†Primary care clinicians can order FIT starting at age 44 and up until the age of 85. At 86 or older, requisitions will be rejected by the lab. 

People between the ages of 75 and 85 can choose to get screened through a process of individualized 
decision making.  Consider  whether the benefits outweigh the risks through an informed discussion.  
Screening  with any modality is not recommended for people 86 years of age and older.  
 

 Ordering FIT:

• As of July 1st, all FIT requisitions  (including retests/replacements for LifeLabs kits ordered prior to 
July 1st)  should be  faxed to  In-Common Laboratories  (ICL)  at 1-833-520-1544,  using the ICL-
branded FIT requisition  (see tip box below for selecting the correct requisition form).   

• In all cases, LifeLabs requisitions will be rejected and clinicians will need to re-submit to ICL using 
the correct ICL-branded requisition.

• Requisitions are available from OntarioMD-certified  EMR libraries or at: 
www.ontariohealth.ca/coloncancercheckhub.

TIP: have the LifeLabs FIT requisition with the incorrect fax number removed from your EMR and 
replaced with the ICL-branded requisition and new fax number (NOT ICL “Kits-on-Hand” requisition). 

Ensure you have the correct FIT Requestion Form saved in your EMR*  

*In the North East only  primary  care  clinicians with the Weeneebayko  
Area Health Authority use the  ICL FIT  Kits-on-Hand requisition  

*LifeLabs requisitions are  no longer  used for ordering CCC FIT kits  
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North East 
Cancer Screening Update 

 Receiving FIT Results:

EMR:  Work is underway to make FIT results available directly in OntarioMD-certified EMRs. While FIT 
results are still temporarily being faxed, ICL is now phoning the offices of clinicians who have patients with 
abnormal FIT results. 

Fax: Ontario Health (Cancer Care Ontario) is working with ICL to have FIT results faxed individually (i.e., 
one patient result per fax transmission) instead of multiple patient/clinician results in one fax. 

OLIS:  All FIT resu
 

lts are available in OLIS.   As an interim measure, consider using the fax  
result as a prompt to have the OLIS report downloaded into your EMR.  This will  ensure  

the result is searchable and preventative care tools are updated. 

 Fax verification:  ICL is  required to  verify clinicians’  fax numbers to ensure that FIT results are sent 
only to the intended recipient.

Fax verification is only required in the following cases:
o  You have not ordered a FIT in the past two years;
o  Your fax number changes  (if you change practice locations, but keep the same fax number, you 

do not need to re-verify);
o  You have ordered a FIT in the past two years, but:

 Your fax number from LifeLabs was missing
 The information that ICL pre-populated from LifeLabs differs from the number 

received on the FIT requestion you submitted (personal identifiers and fax 
number).

o  Note: the majority of clinicians do not need to verify their fax number(s).

If ICL sent you a fax verification form, please sign and fax it back as soon as possible.  ICL will be 
faxing daily reminders to clinicians who have results pending and have not verified their fax number. 
In addition, until fax verification occurs, ICL will call clinicians with abnormal results. 

New Cancer Screening Resource 

● The North East Regional Cancer Program has
developed a new reference tool for primary care clinicians
to help stay up-to-date with the many recent cancer
screening program updates.  All four provincial cancer
screening programs are included.

● The resource also has a section on Key Considerations
which focuses on important follow-up or eligibility
information.

● The Ontario Health – Cancer Care Ontario Cancer Screening
Programs:  Quick Reference Guide for Primary Care Clinicians
tool is included as a hard-copy or PDF in this issue of the
newsletter for your reference.

● Your feedback on the new tool is welcome!  Let us know
how we can improve it at our email address below.

Coming soon! 
Our  next newsletter will highlight  the launch of  mobile cancer screening  services  in the North East  

region.  

Don’t miss out on cancer screening updates -
join our electronic distribution list by emailing us at northeastcancerscreening@hsnsudbury.ca 
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